	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

David Atkins
CEO, David Atkins Enterprises
Recognized in the 2003 Queen’s Birthday Honours with a Medal of the Order of Australia
(OAM) for services to the entertainment industry, David Atkins is Australia’s most awarded
producer, choreographer and director. He has starred in, produced, directed, choreographed
and created more than 20 musicals in Australia, Britain, the United States, Canada, Malaysia,
Singapore and Hong Kong. In 2000, Juan Antonio Samaranch, the president of the
International Olympic Committee, presented David with a Gold Olympic Pin for his
outstanding and innovative work as artistic director and producer of the Sydney 2000 Olympic
Games Opening and Closing Ceremonies. David is the first and only Australian to win an MTV
award for choreography. His original production Hot Shoe Shuffle was the first Australian
musical on London’s West End, for which he won the prestigious Olivier Award. David has
directed and produced some of the largest live events of this decade, across continents,
languages and international audiences, including the ceremonies of the Doha 2006 Asian
Games, the opening, closing and victory ceremonies of the Vancouver 2010 Olympic Winter
Games, and most recently, the opening ceremony of Shanghai 2010 World Expo. David is the
only Australian director and producer whose work on Olympic Ceremonies won Emmy
awards, with three wins for the 2010 Vancouver Opening Ceremony. His work in Shanghai
and Vancouver also earned him “Best Export Productions” for 2010 as well as the highly
prestigious “Lifetime Achievement Award” by the annual Australian Event Awards.
Over and above the enormous body of theatrical, arena and live event work that David has
directed and produced, beyond the vast number of awards and nominations, David has
revolutionised the way shows are created (in terms of artistic direction and cultural narration)
and produced (in terms of execution).
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Ignatius Jones
Artistic Director, David Atkins Enterprises
Ignatius Jones is one of the world’s leading major events directors. He was responsible for
three of the largest events in Australian history: Sydney’s Millennium Celebrations, the
Harbour Spectacular of the Closing Ceremony of the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games, and
Sydney’s New Year’s Eve and Centenary of Federation celebrations. Ignatius directed the
famous horse segment that launched the Opening Ceremony of the Sydney Games. He
subsequently wrote and directed the hugely successful Man from Snowy River — The Arena
Spectacular, with his colleague David Atkins. In 2002, Ignatius staged the Independence
Ceremonies of the Democratic Republic of East Timor for the United Nations. Corporate
events include the Jeddah Economic Forum in Saudi Arabia, which he produced in 2005.
Ignatius also worked closely with David Atkins as artistic director for the ceremonies of both
the Doha 2006 Asian Games as well as the Vancouver 2010 Olympic Winter Games, and the
opening ceremony of World Expo 2010 Shanghai China.
Ignatius is a singer, dancer, director and writer whose credits include several gold album
awards, two best-selling books and a platinum record for his work on the soundtrack of
Strictly Ballroom. Two of his shows also achieved “Best Entertainment of the Year” awards.
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